ELECTRONIC THESIS AND DISSERTATION (ETD) INSTITUTIONAL PROJECT
Call for Participation - 2007

DEADLINE: 24 August 2007 
In May 2006 a study was conducted on the “Feasibility of and Requirements for a South African National Electronic Thesis and Dissertation Project” by Hussein Suleman and Jennifer A. de Beer.
This study is done at an exciting time when increased momentum is gathering around the adoption of Open Access practices for publication and research dissemination in South Africa´s scientific community.  Moreover, the latter is expressing itself at the level of the, sometimes tacit, often explicit, endorsement of Open Access scholarly communication from high-level science actors such as the South African Department  of Science and Technology; the National Research Foundation in collaboration with the Committee on Data for Science and Technology (CODATA), a body of the International Council for Science (ICSU); not forgetting the recent recommendations of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf).  These policy initiatives emphasise the very active role that should be taken by national funding bodies in the digital archiving of scholarly research. 

The National Research Foundation (NRF) is committed to supporting and playing a major role in the execution of the National ETD project because of its strategic importance and is in line  with its mandate of promoting and supporting research, partly through the “...promotion of the provision of an information infrastructure linking research institutions to facilitate cooperation and sharing of research..” and thus through the dissemination and utilization of research results.  

As a concrete way forward, the following recommendations were listed in the feasibility study:
· NRF (Executive Director KM&S) and CHELSA should establish a Reference Group/Steering committee with the general responsibility of compiling the Terms of Reference for the National ETD project and the way forward, and a Technical Committee (tasked with establishing standards, best practices and a portal).

· NRF should establish a national ETD portal with discovery and access services, and possibly archival services.

· NRF should in principle, be amenable to hosting ETD collections on behalf of institutions that are not capable of doing this for themselves.

· NRF should host a meeting of representatives of South African universities to discuss and clarify the ownership and rollout of a National ETD Project and determine which institutions need direct hosting support.

· The national ETD portal should be so setup that it can be easily moved to another location should the need ever arise.

· Technical aspects of a national ETD project could be addressed in collaboration with or as a project initially commissioned to a research laboratory with relevant expertise, such as the Advanced Information Management laboratory at the UCT Department of Computer Science – headed by one of the co-authors of this report.  This could accelerate the process and ensure that current best practices in the creation of Digital Library systems are operationalised, while also ensuring a strong link between production services and related research and supporting the training of students wherever possible.

· NRF should budget for equipment and staff support for the first year and subsequent years of the project.  In-house IT staff may be appropriate for ongoing support after year 1, but initial work may need to be outsourced on a consultative basis.

· NRF might need to consider how its legacy NEXUS bibliographic database of theses and dissertations will be migrated to the proposed national ETD project; and further, how to go about obtaining the associated fulltext, the latter being a necessary requirement for the national project. 

· NRF should bear in mind that though the remit of this study has been ETDs, the possibility strongly exists that institutions may want to implement institutional repositories (IRs) hosting the research output of academics and researchers, in addition to graduate research output; and that the NRF should anticipate its role in this regard

· NRF should join the NDLTD and actively participate in the international movement to support ETD collections.

The model for the National Meta-data Repository is illustrated in the diagram below. The institutions eligible for this call for participation are depicted as ABC and DEF. It illustrates the distributed architecture of a typical seamless ETD solution for South Africa, based on current standards and best practices elsewhere as well as the requirements of the local situation.  In the diagram, all arrows represent harvesting of metadata using the OAI-PMH. 
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For the purpose of this call for participation the NRF is offering its assistance to institutions that do not possess the capacity to host their own ETD system. The NRF will host the collection of each participating institution as an independent entity, thus making it easy to move the “collection” to the owning institution at a future date when such institution develops it capacity (see on diagram labeled Institution ABC and Institution DEF). It must be emphasized that the participating institutions will remain owners of the data and information contained in the collections hosted by the NRF. Conditions related to access, and use of these data and information will developed by the owners of data and enforced by the NRF. 

The NRF will host the server and system on which the collections will be stored. The NRF will facilitate capacity development programmes for the implementation of an ETD project at institutional level.
Note that an application form needs to be completed
Support will be available for … period upon completion of the project …
Applications must be submitted by 24 August 2007 to the postal addresses provided below. 
Applications received after this date will not be considered for funding. 

The Head of the Library must submit an electronic copy and a hard copy of participation to:

Mrs Henda van der Berg
Principal Information Specialist,

Information Service and Advice
National Research Foundation 

International Science Cooperation Grants 

P.O. Box 2600 

Pretoria 

0001 

Tel: 012- 481 4016
Fax: 012- 481 4231
Email: henda@nrf.ac.za
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