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For our continent to take its rightful place in the 
history of humanity ... we need to undertake, with a 
degree of urgency, a process of reclamation and 
assertion. We must contest the colonial denial of 
our history and we must initiate our own 
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our history and we must initiate our own 
conversations and dialogues about our past. We 
need our own historians and our own scholars to 
interpret the history of our continent.

President Thabo Mbeki – launching the Timbuktu Library Project
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The benefits of research are derived principally from 
access to research results. To the extent that the 
dissemination of research results is less than might 
be from given resources, we can argue that the 
welfare of society is sub-optimal. Currently access to 
research is restricted and the means to gain access is 
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research is restricted and the means to gain access is 
determined by a market in which a number of 
publishers have a dominant position.

Wellcome Trust 2006
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' [D]espite billions of dollars being spent by 
governments on R&D every year, relatively  little 
policy attention has yet been paid to the 
dissemination of the results of that research 
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dissemination of the results of that research 
through scientific and scholarly publishing'  

Australian Government report 2006 
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����*++* Custom and the Politics of Sovereignty in South Africa Africa. Journal of Social 
History 39 (3). 
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